
Murphysboro City Council Meeting 
May 14, 2013 

 
The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its 
ordinances, on the 14th day of May, 2013.  Mayor Pro Tem Ardrey called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and Pastor Frye led the council in prayer.  
Following the invocation, Mayor Pro Tem Ardrey led the council in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag.   
 
City Clerk Cottonaro swore in Will Stephens as mayor and Ron Nolan as 
aldermen.  Mayor Stephens then directed City Clerk Cottonaro to call the roll.  
The roll was called with the following members 
 
Present: Barbara Hughes, Ron Nolan, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike 

Bastien, Danny Bratton, Sandra Bullar, Russell Brown, Gary 
McComb 

 
Absent: Mark Costa 
 
Mayor Stephens announced that he would have office hours on Wednesday and 
Thursday from 5-7 p.m.; he issued condolences to the Voss family on the loss of 
Pam Voss Martin; he announced that although this was traditionally the meeting 
to make reappointments he would be waiting for a month or two so that he could 
make an informed decision. 
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the April 11, 2013 council meeting.  All 
aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the 
meeting. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
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Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register #494 and #495 through 
May 8, 2013, accounts receivable through May 8, 2013 and payroll through 
May 8, 2013.  All aldermen received a copy of the accounts payable, 
accounts receivable and payroll for their review, prior to the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman Bastien Second by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 

REQUESTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 
There were no requests from the floor. 
 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

 
Alderman Ardrey read the minutes of the Budget & Finance Committee meeting 
of April 22, 2013 
 
Motion:  To approve accounts payable register #493 through April 22, 2013. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Alderman Bratton read the minutes of the Building & Grounds Committee 
meeting of April 22, 2013 
 
Motion:  To approve bid from Fager Contractors for roof replacement at 
Fire Station #2 in the amount of $12,600. 
Motion by Alderman McComb   Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor Williams called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 
Alderman Bastien read the minutes of the Community Relations Committee 
meeting of April 22, 2013. 
 
Motion:  To approve the request to change MYRC 5 K Run date to 
September 21st.  
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve the request from the First Baptist Church Youth group 
to hold a Color Run on Saturday, September 7, 2013. 
Motion by Alderman Hughes Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
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Motion:  To approve changing the May council committee meeting date 
from Memorial Day the 27th to Tuesday, May 28, 2013. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman McComb 

Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Alderman Bullar read the minutes of the Public Safety Committee meeting of 
April 22, 2013.   
 
No action taken. 
 
Alderman Bastien read the minutes of the Public Improvement meeting of April 
22, 2013. 
 
No action taken. 
 
Alderman Pierson read the minutes of the Public Works Committee meeting of 
April 22, 2013 
 
Cynthia Medwedeff asked what the council was moving on.  She was informed 
that the purchase of a sewer camera was needed to off set the ongoing expense 
of renting one. 
 
Motion:  To approve the purchase of a sewer camera from Capital Supply in 
the amount of $14,245.84.  
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To table and rediscuss the issue of allowing chickens within the 
city limits. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
Mayor Stephens will draft an informational notice for publication in the Southern 
Illinois and Murphysboro American regarding electric aggregation. 
 
Motion:  To approve an ordinance approving the Electric Aggregation Plan 
of Governance.  
Motion by Alderman Bratton Second by Alderman Ardrey 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
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Motion:  To approve switching health insurance providers.  
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 

1. Reminder – Wounded Warriors Memorial will be in town May 31st and 
June 1st. 

2. Cemetery contract-Mr. Nance stated he was not requesting a change in 
terms of the current mowing contract.  

3. Mayor Stephens suggested to alderman to walk their wards and list capitol 
improvement projects that are needed.  We will then make a working list of 
needed capital improvements. 

4. Mayor Stephens suggested aldermen consider residents that are doing 
good deeds for the “Russ Breading Community Service Award” to be 
given quarterly with a declaration from the city.  His first suggestion would 
be Marie McCormick. 

5. Mayor Stephens indicated he had written a letter to Congressman Enyart 
regarding the clean-up of Brown Shoe Company and Washington School. 

6. Mayor Stephens would like the city to publish a newsletter which would be 
inserted into the water bills. 

 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Barb Hughes Welcome both Mayor Stephens and Alderman Nolan to the 

council and thanked all in attendance for coming to the 
meeting. 

 
Ron Nolan Nothing 
 
Vicki Ardrey Presented Mayor Stephens and Alderman Nolan badges 

from the Chief of Police. 
 
Bill Pierson Welcome and thinks we will have a successful tenure. 
 
Mike Bastien Welcome to both Mayor Stephens and Alderman Nolan 
 
Danny Bratton Congratulations to new boys on team.  Think about 

ordinance to never allow gum ball trees. 
 
Sandi Bullar Welcome 
 
Russell Brown Welcome.  We will all work together to get something done.  
 
Gary McComb Commented Mayor Stephens and Alderman Nolan had 

worked hard to get there.  Clean up days are approaching 
and need to set dates; usually the first or third Friday.  
Township is deciding what they will be giving us. 
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DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Jeff Bock Basketball goal removed on 16th Street; On the Silkworm 

issue-Bob Chambers is talking to his employees and he is 
putting in a parking lot so the issue should be resolved.  
Discussed that he is applying for a grant for a new building 
and if received, this grant would pay 75% of cost. 

 
Ed Heller No 
 
Eric Kennedy No 
 
Brian Manwaring  
 
Ron Manwaring The North 14th Street warning siren is out of service due to 

maintenance. 
 
Verdonna Otey Welcome to Mayor Stephens and Alderman Nolan 
 
Sandra Ripley No 
 
Jim Stewart No 
 
Steve Swafford Welcome 
 
Motion:  To go into executive session at 8:00 pm to discuss matters related 
to 5ILCS 120/2(c)(1) regarding the appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees 
of the public body or general counsel for the public.   

Motion by Alderman Bullar Seconded by Alderman Bratton 

Yeas: Barb Hughes, Ron Nolan, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, Danny 
Bratton, Russell Brown, Sandi Bullar, Gary McComb  

Nays: None 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To come out of executive session at 8:35 p.m. 

Motion by Alderman Hughes Seconded by Alderman Bullar 

Yeas: Barb Hughes, Ron Nolan, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, Danny 
Bratton, Russell Brown, Sandi Bullar, Gary McComb  

Nays: None 
Motion Carried  
 
Council directed Verdonna Otey and Jim Stewart to review existing applications 
and determine if there is anyone in the pool that they would suggest hiring in a 
full time position and then bring those names back to the council.  If there is no 
viable candidate then we would advertise. 
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Alderman Bratton discussed the Industrial Park lots and the need for mowing; in 
particular the lot that Bob Chambers owns.  Mayor Stephens will contact Mr. 
Chambers regarding this issue.  It was determined that everyone should be 
treated the same. 
 
Motion:  To adjourn 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 


